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The KV13 delegation consisted of almost 50 

representatives from political parties and 

other important institutions of government 

in 10 countries in Asia, Latin America, the 

Middle East and Africa. 
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Introduction 

Almost 50 DIPD partners and friends from around the world came to Denmark to ob-

serve and be inspired by the Danish local elections in November 2013. Representa-

tives from Bhutan, Bolivia, Egypt, Ghana, Myanmar, Nepal, Swaziland, Tanzania, 

Zambia, and Zimbabwe accepted our invitation. 

First they participated in seminars on Danish democracy and the Danish way of con-

ducting elections. Then, they met local hosts from Danish political parties and ob-

served election campaigning and polling. Finally, everyone met to discuss how these 

experiences could perhaps develop into action plans in each country.  

In addition to the DIPD invitees, a group of participants from Egypt, Tunisia, Jordan, 

and Morocco invited by Danish womenôs rights and gender equality organisation 

KVINFO joined the KV13 Study Tour.  

We believe that there are elements of Danish local level democracy that could be 

used as an inspiration for political parties in young democracies. In Denmark, local 

level elections are seen as being important, both from a democratic and a governance 

point of view. Democratically because it offers citizens an opportunity to focus on the 

communities they know best; and from a governance point of view because many of 

the taxes paid by citizens are managed at the local level for public schools, mainte-

nance of roads, health facilities and much more. 

Some of DIPDôs partners are currently in a process of discussing and developing ap-

proaches to the local level. For those, the seminar was an opportunity to strengthen 

this process; for others, the participation could serve to inspire a future process of lo-

cal level involvement, strengthen the dialogue and cooperation across party lines, and 

share experiences in a South-South perspective.  

It was moving to hear the stories of young democracies and see the participants not 

only discuss the immense impact of this study tour, including the election observation, 

but also see how they connected and encouraged each other in South-South groups 

and across party lines. Despite differences, there were many shared democratic chal-

lenges to talk about, agree about, and also in some cases disagree about. 

I considered this event an opportunity to share, to learn, and to inspire. We all know 

that DIPD is not into the ómagic bulletô or the óblueprintô business; nor are we into the 

business of óexportingô the Danish system of democracy. We are simply sharing what 

we ourselves have developed over many years. 

At the same time we are keenly aware that our own democracy is being challenged in 

serious ways with regard to the level of participation in municipal elections; the partici-

pation of youth in elections in particular; and the number of women running as candi-

dates and being elected to the councils; just to mention a few of the challenges.  

We must all keep working! Warm regards from  
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Shown in this small selec-

tion of photos are repre-

sentatives from countries 

like Bhutan, Swaziland, 

Ghana, Nepal, Zimbabwe, 

Egypt, Myanmar and 

Zambia. 

From the very first mo-

ment of the seminar, it 

was clear that this particu-

lar group of 50 DIPD part-

ners had no intention of 

keeping quiet during the 

presentations given by 

academics and former 

and present politicians. 

On the contrary, they were 

constantly asking ques-

tions and commenting on 

the issues. 

And this was the whole 

idea with both the seminar 

and the study tour! We are 

not looking for the ómagic 

bulletô, but rather for ideas 

and practices that can of-

fer inspiration, but need to 

be adjusted to the local 

environment. 
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A few highlights from 

the last part of the 

study tour: 

Top photo: The DIPD 

Deputy Chairpersons 

gave the participants a 

brief introduction to 

life in the Parliament 

of Denmark. 

Middle photo: During 

the last day of Action 

Planning, participants 

were asked to present 

some ideas they had 

picked up in Denmark 

and would like to pre-

sent when they re-

turned to their home 

country. 

Bottom photo: The co-

ordinator for the Dan-

ish Social Democrats 

in discussion with his 

partner from the so-

cial democratic party 

in Ghana. 


